SANCTUARY OF MOSES MISSION TRIP TO BENIN – JULY 22 - AUGUST 5, 2009
OVERVIEW OF YOUR MISSION TOUR IN BENIN, WEST AFRICA:  Your Sanctuary of Moses Mission Tour to Benin will include a twelve-day visit to this unique West Africa country where the history of the infamous trans-Atlantic slave trade will unfold along with the legacy of ancient African kingdoms.  In Benin, you will participate in the Sanctuary of Moses scheduled Vacation Bible School (VBS) and/or Medical Missions Program (MMP) located in various villages in Benin.  In addition, you will have an opportunity to visit Cotonou, the Capital City; Porto Novo, the ancient palace city; Ganvie, a village built on stilts over a lake; Alladah, the ancestral homeland of Toussaint L’Ouverture – the founder of Haiti; Abomey to see the remnants of the mighty kingdom of Dahomey; and Ouidah, the epicenter of the trans-Atlantic slave trade and origins of the Vodun religion which ultimately spread to the Caribbean and the Americas during the trans-Atlantic slave trade era.  This particular twelve-day tour offers you many spiritual, cultural, historical and educational opportunities to reconnect with your African heritage in order to further strengthen and solidify unity amongst us all while completing missionary work on behalf of the children of Benin.  The following is an overview of what you will experience on your twelve-day tour of Benin:   

DAY #1: WEDNESDAY, JULY 22 – DEPART UNITED STATES OF AMERICA/ARRIVE PARIS, FRANCE:  Depart from Miami’s International Airport on Air France Flight Number 095 at 5:40pm for your direct trans-Atlantic flight to Paris, France.  Sit back, relax and enjoy your international flight with superb onboard amenities and meals.  The next day, arrive at Charles De Gaulle International Airport at 8:10am.  Please Note: In-Flight Meals To Be Included.

DAY #2: THURSDAY, JULY 23 – DEPART PARIS, FRANCE/ARRIVE COTONOU, BENIN:  After clearing immigration and customs, depart on Air France Flight Number 814 at 1:20pm for your direct trans-continental flight to Cotonou, Benin.  Sit back, relax and enjoy your international flight with superb onboard amenities and meals.  Arrive at Cotonou International Airport on Air France Flight Number 814 at 6:35pm.  After clearing immigration and custom formalities meet with your Benin Tour Operator and transfer to the Novotel Hotel in Cotonou for check-in.  Later that evening, enjoy a relaxing dinner (on your own) and overnight at the Novotel Hotel in Cotonou.  Meals Included: Please Note: In-Flight Meals To Be Included.

DAY #3: FRIDAY, JULY 24 – DAY OF LEISURE IN COTONOU/OPTIONAL TOUR OF COTONOU:  After breakfast, receive an Orientation by your Benin Tour Operator and enjoy the remainder of the day at your leisure.  If interested, enjoy an Optional City Tour of Cotonou to include a visit the Dantopka Market, the largest outdoor marketplace in West Africa where you can buy almost anything made and/or grown in West Africa!  Later that evening, a Welcome Dinner at the Novotel Hotel in Cotonou.  Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch and Welcome Dinner.

DAY #4: SATURDAY, JULY 25 – DAY OF LEISURE IN COTONOU/OPTIONAL TOURS OF GANVIE AND ALLADAH:  After an early breakfast, enjoy the full day at your leisure OR visit Ganvie, affectionately known as the “Venice of Africa” which is a 300+ year old village built on stilts over a lake.  After a refreshing lunch (on your own) visit Alladah, the ancestral homeland of Toussaint L’Ouverture, the founder of Haiti.    Meet the King of Alladah and his royal court and learn more about a typical Benin village lifestyle.  Afterwards, return to the (T.B.D.) Hotel in Cotonou for a refreshing dinner and overnight.  Meals Included: Breakfast and Dinner.
DAY #5: SUNDAY, JULY 26 – ENJOY CHRISTIAN WORSHIP SERVICE IN COTONOU:  After an early breakfast, enjoy Christian Worship Service in Cotonou.  Afterwards, enjoy a refreshing lunch (on your own), and check-out of the Novotel Hotel.  Later that evening, transfer by road to Ouidah for check-in to your (T.B.D.) Hotel.  Afterwards, enjoy a refreshing dinner and overnight at the (T.B.D.) Hotel.  Meals Included: Breakfast and Dinner.

DAY #6: MONDAY, JULY 27 – DAY ONE - VBS/MEDICAL OUTREACH IN OUIDAH:  After an early breakfast, transfer by road to Ouidah center for Medical Outreach Ministry and Mini-Vacation Bible School with lunch included.  Later that evening, return to the Hotel in Cotonou for dinner and overnight.  Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner.

DAY #7: TUESDAY, JULY 28 – DAY TWO - VBS/MEDICAL OUTREACH IN OUIDAH:  After an early breakfast, transfer by road to Ouidah for Medical Outreach Ministry and On-Site Vacation Bible School for volunteer training with lunch included.  Check-into the Bed and Breakfast in Ouidah and later that evening, enjoy a refreshing dinner and overnight.  Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner.

Ouidah was the epicenter of the trans-Atlantic Slave Trade and is also the home of the origins of the Vodun religion incorrectly known as “voodoo” in modern times.  Interesting places to visit in Ouidah include: the Sacred Forest and Slave Trail to the Ouidah Fort built in 1721 where those Africans unfortunate to be captured were held until their transfer to awaiting ships for the Americas.  Also, visit the Slave Memorial and Museum of Antiquities in Ouidah as well as the Python Temple, Catholic Church and Village Marketplace.  More importantly, see the UNESCO World Heritage Site built to commemorate the trans-Atlantic Slave Trade in West Africa known as the “Arch of No Return” on the shoreline of the Beight of Benin.

DAY #8: WEDNESDAY, JULY 29 – DAY THREE - VBS/MEDICAL OUTREACH IN OUIDAH: After an early breakfast, participate in the Medical Outreach Ministry and On-Site Vacation Bible School with lunch included.  Later that evening, return to the Bed and Breakfast in Ouidah for a refreshing dinner and overnight.  Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner.

DAY #9: THURSDAY, JULY 30 – DAY FOUR - VBS/MEDICAL OUTREACH IN OUIDAH: After an early breakfast, participate in the Medical Outreach Ministry and On-Site Vacation Bible School with lunch included.  Later that evening, return to the Bed and Breakfast in Ouidah for a refreshing dinner and overnight.  Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner.

DAY #10: FRIDAY, JULY 31 – VISIT TO THE VILLAGE OF ZE:  After an early breakfast, participate in the Medical Outreach Ministry On-Site in ZE with lunch included.  Later that evening, return to the Bed and Breakfast in Ouidah for dinner and overnight.  Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner.

DAY #11: SATURDAY, AUGUST 01 – INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION IN OUIDAH:  After an early breakfast, participate in the Independence Day Celebrations check-out of the Bed and Breakfast in Ouidah and transfer by road to Cotonou.  Upon arrival, check-into the (T.B.D.) Hotel in Cotonou.  Later that evening, enjoy a refreshing dinner and overnight at the (T.B.D.) Hotel in Cotonou.  Meals Included: Breakfast and Dinner.

DAY #12: SUNDAY, AUGUST 02 – ENJOY CHRISTIAN WORSHIP SERVICE IN COTONOU: After an early breakfast, attend Christian Worship Service in Cotonou.  Afterwards, enjoy a refreshing lunch (on your own) and check-into the Novotel Hotel in Cotonou.  Later that evening, enjoy a relaxing dinner (on your own) and overnight at the Novotel Hotel.  Meals Included: Breakfast.

DAY #13: MONDAY, AUGUST 03 – OPTIONAL TOUR OF ABOMEY:  After breakfast, enjoy the full day at your leisure OR visit Abomey to meet the King of Abomey and learn more about the ancient kingdom of Dahomey.  En route to Abomey, visit the bronze statue in honor of King Behanzin, a famous Benin leader who resisted the slave traders.  Also learn about the fabled “Amazon Warriors” of Benin and experience a traditional display of cultural dancing and drumming.  After a refreshing lunch (on your own) continue your visit to the ancient palace of the Dahomean Kings of Abomey.  Later that evening, return to Cotonou for a refreshing dinner and overnight at the (T.B.D.) Hotel.  Meals Included: Breakfast and Dinner.

DAY #14: TUESDAY, AUGUST 04 – DEPART COTONOU, BENIN AND RETURN TO THE UNITED STATES:  After breakfast, enjoy the remainder of the day at your leisure.  Later that evening, enjoy a Farewell Dinner with Cultural Entertainment.  Afterwards, check-out of the Novotel Hotel and transfer to the Cotonou International Airport and depart on Air France Flight Number 814 at 11:10pm.  Sit back, relax and enjoy your direct trans-continental flight to Paris, France.  The next day, arrive at Charles De Gaulle International Airport at 6:15am and after clearing immigration and customs depart on Air France Flight Number 090 at 10:50am.  Sit back, relax and enjoy your direct trans-Atlantic flight to Miami, Florida. Meals Included: Breakfast and Farewell Dinner.  Please Note: In-Flight Meals To Be Included.

DAY #15: WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 05 – ARRIVE IN THE UNITED STATES:  Arrive at Miami International Airport on Air France Flight Number 090 at 2:10pm.  Please Note: In-Flight Meals To Be Included.

 * * * * END OF PROGRAM * * * * *

YOUR BENIN TRIP INCLUDES:

(Roundtrip International Airfare on Air France
(Roundtrip Airport Transfers in Cotonou, Benin
(Visa Application and Fees for Benin
(English Speaking Tour Guides and Drivers
(Orientation Meeting in Cotonou
(Possible Reception at the Residence of the U.S. Ambassador to Benin

(Welcome Dinner with Cultural Entertainment in Cotonou
(Hotel Accommodations for Four (4) Nights at Novotel Hotel in Cotonou
(Hotel Accommodations for Three (3) Nights at (T.B.D.) Hotel in Porto Novo

    or similar Bed and Breakfast in Weke
(Hotel Accommodations for Four (4) Nights at (T.B.D.) Bed and Breakfast in Ouidah
(Local Transportation for Vacation Bible School and Medical Mission Outreach in

    Villages of Ze, Kpomasse, Ouidah and Adjohoun

(Independence Day Celebrations in Ouidah
(Accommodations for an additional Two (2) Nights at Novotel Hotel in Cotonou

(Most Meals as Indicated in the Published Day-To-Day Itinerary

(Farewell Dinner with Cultural Entertainment in Cotonou
YOUR BENIN TRIP DOES NOT INCLUDE:

(Optional City Tour of Cotonou to include Dantopka Market

(Optional Tours of Ouidah

(Optional Tours of Ganvie Village and Alladah Village

(Optional Tour of Abomey Village

(Travel Insurance

(Tips and Gratuities

(Items of a Personal Nature (i.e. - telephone calls and laundry service)

(Overweight Fees for Excess Luggage on Air France
COST FOR THE SANCTUARY OF MOSES MISSION TRIP OF BENIN
$4,500* per person based on double occupancy

$5,000* per person based on single supplement
*estimates subject to change based on travel accommodations/transportation finalization   

OPTIONAL TOURS


$$$(T.B.D.) City Tour of Benin with Dantopka Market
$$$(T.B.D.) Tours of Ganvie Village and Alladah Village

$$$(T.B.D.) Tours of Ouidah

$$$(T.B.D.) Tour of Abomey Village

NOTE: All Prices and Dates for Suggested Tours are Subject to Change without Notice.  Daily Activities are subject to change per Sanctuary of Moses organization leadership discretion.
For additional details about the above day-to-day itinerary, please contact Sanctuary of Moses at e-mail: cmorris@bellsouth.net or telephone number: (305) 278-2395.
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