Benin 2009
July 26 – August 9
Welcome 

Welcome to the 2009 Benin Missions Trip. This partnership between you and Sanctuary of Moses is exciting. This is an important decision for you. Our time in West Africa will change the way you see the world. Pray and think your way through these materials. Remember that this mission trip starts TODAY. These meetings, work days, fundraisers, etc. are all necessary to make this trip all it must be to honor God.  Are you willing to pour yourself into this trip? If not it may not be worth your time or money.

Why Missions?

Christ called us ALL to have a burden for the ministry of missions.  Mission trips introduce you to people of different cultures who have profound needs but love God with a deep, rich faith. These trips are designed to teach you how to “Go into all the world and make disciples.” Maybe you’ll return from West Africa thinking you want to be a missionary, or maybe you’ll return certain you don’t. But you will definitely return with a far deeper understanding of what missionaries do, the challenges they face and why this world needs them.

Why Benin?

This is where God is sending us.  There are many countries ravaged by spiritual and physical poverty, but Benin is where God has called the founder of Sanctuary of Moses to go help the children rescued from traffickers and slavery. The needs in Benin are too many to count. Fortunately, Christ is alive and well in this little country and it is our privilege to work with Sanctuary in their extended efforts to combat child trafficking.  Our team will plan and execute vacation Bible school to serve thousands spiritually and a medical clinic to serve them physically.  Remember Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount as an example of ministering to the spiritual and physical of man.
Are You Ready?
You have chosen to go with us, which means you might sleep on hard floors, work in the rain, eat strange food and pay good money to sweat. In the process you will learn a bit about what it is you really believe. It is an adventure that’ll probably change your life.
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Sanctuary of Moses Benin Missions Trip

Our Mission

“The King will answer, "Whenever you did it for any of my people, no matter how unimportant they seemed, you did it for me."” Matthew 25:40 Contemporary English Version

 
We believe that "what we do" is important and should be clear and concise. However, "how we do it" is often most important. We must never enter a needy community with the attitude that we are somehow "superior" to residents there simply because we were born into circumstances that provide easy access to employment, food, shelter and education. 

We go to a community to share our time, love and resources with the people there, to work alongside them as brothers and sisters and to spread Christ's love. But we must always keep in mind that when serving people with desperate needs, it can be very easy to make them feel that we're only serving because we have pity on them or because we want to feel good about ourselves.

The people we serve persevere in the face of extreme hardships. They are champions, and they should be treated as such. The only difference between us and them is our easy access to resources. Our goal is to develop relationships with mutual feelings of respect and honor. We must always be sensitive so that when we offer our resources, others feel the love, respect and dignity they are entitled to as God's children. 

The short-term mission experience provides a rich opportunity to be a vehicle of Christ in the lives of others. When you return from your trip you will know that you not only loved in his name but that the lives that you touched also touched yours.  That is the beauty of living and serving in His name. 

Short-term trips are designed to be an active part of a developed Community Vision that supports the work that continues throughout the year.

Our Statement of Faith

We believe the Bible is the inspired Word of God and is authoritative and infallible in the original writings.

 

We believe in one God, eternally existent in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

 

We believe in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His miracles, in His vicarious and atoning death through His shed blood, in His bodily resurrection, in His ascension to the right hand of God the Father, and in His personal return in power and glory.

 

We believe that faith in our Lord Jesus Christ is essential for the salvation of lost and sinful man.

 

We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit, by whose indwelling the Christian is enabled to live a godly life.

 

We believe in the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and eternal life.

 

We believe in the spiritual unity of believers in Jesus Christ.
Our Goals

Provide an awesome, life changing mission trip that builds faith and encourages a deeper love of God.  To participate in a well thought out, organized and safely executed mission. Helping to make each participant’s faith more real to them by seeing God work in their lives and in the lives of those they touch. To give opportunity to realize how important it is to be ready to share God’s love and our faith with others. 

VISA Information

You will NOT be allowed to go until we receive the following information. DEADLINE: Monday, June 1, 2009 
Link to print Visa Application:  http://www.traveldocs.com/bj/visa.htm
Attach to your application:

Your passport


 
The National Passport Information Center (NPIC) is the US Department of 

State’ single, centralized public contact center for US Passport Information.  Contact Number: 1-877-487-2778 Mon. –Fri. 8AM-8PM

Your Visa Application (enclosed)


The Republic of Benin


2124 Kalorama Road



Washington, DC  20008



(202)232-6656

Your travel insurance

Option: Access America Travelsavers



  www.accessamerica.com/travelsavers 



  1-888-877-8071



Option: Suniland Travel, Rene Arca




  8460 SW 104 Street



  Miami, FL  33156



  (305) 255-6000



  renea@sunilandtravel.com

Luisa Uzcategui
C V Group Inc
Phone 305 466 2779
cvgroup@bellsouth.net
If a minor, attach a copy:

A parent’s notarized permissions slip (Application).

*For More information check out the Benin Embassy website: www.beninembassy.us.url  
*Please send an email to cmorris@bellsouth.net  or call Christel Liscombe (305)278-2395, when you have sent your Visa application, Passport fees, and vaccination information; so that we can advise the embassy and encourage a speedy return of your Visa and Passport for the trip.

Visa To Do List (pre-trip)

Visa for Benin

· Complete visa form

· Send in visa with business check/money order of $100.00 and one passport photos.

· Contact Sanctuary of Moses Office (305)278-2395 to inform when you’ve sent it
· Visa application.

Vaccinations

Get the following vaccines

1. Hepatitis A and B

2. Malaria*
3. Meningococcal (meningitis)

4. Rabies

5. Typhoid

6. Yellow Fever

7. Tetanus- Diphtheria

8. Measles

9. Polio

*Mandatory for Benin Visa.
Locations:  
                   Community Health of South Dade 
                   10300 SW 216 Street  
                   Cutler Bay, FL 33190

            International Travel Clinic
                   Sunset Professional Plaza
                   6280 SW 72nd ST, Suite 607
                   South Miami, FL  33143
                   (305)668-0075

                   International Travel Clinic
                   31 NE 10th Street
                   Homestead, FL  33030
                   (305)668-0075
                   Mercy Hospital: International Travel & Vaccination Clinic
                   Miami, FL  33125
                   (305) 285-2666


or your local doctor.

Important Dates 
Before we leave for Benin it’s important that we spend time getting intimate with God and getting to know ourselves, each other and our mission better. It will be important to learn how to keep from getting hurt, sick or dead. All scheduled meetings are mandatory. Contact us if you cannot attend.  Please add these dates on you calendar:
Deadlines

· Trip Application –  Friday, May 1, 2009
· Final Day to Register with deposit ($1500) & submit Trip Application - Friday, May 22, 2009
· Final Payment due – Wednesday, June 17, 2009
· Passport should be acquired by – Monday, June 1, 2009

· Visa & Vaccinations submittal deadline – Monday, June 1, 2009
· Airline Tickets Issued – TBA
*Dates and Deadlines are Subject to Change due to Travel Agency and Transportation confirmations
Cancellation Dates


If you need to cancel for any reason these dates are important for the refund of your personal funds used to pay for payment of the trip.  All donation/funds raised are excluded from any refund due to IRS rules for non-profit organizations; contributions from donors are not refundable to you or your donor.  Therefore the funds will be used for supplies.
 

· TBA- No Penalty
· TBA- 50% Penalty
· TBA– Non-refundable
More Important Dates 
Meeting Dates
There will be pre-trip meetings. Dates and time will be announced after we know exactly who is going. These meetings are crucial to team building and trip preparation and are, therefore, mandatory. Location: 14401 Old Cutler Road Palmetto Bay, FL 33157
· Sunday, April 26th , 2009 @ 12:30 PM
· Sunday, May 17th,  2009 @ 12:30 PM
· Sunday, June 14th, 2009 @ 12:30 PM
· Saturday, July 11th, 2009 @ 11:00 AM
· Sunday, July 19th, 2009 @ 12:30 PM
French Lessons – TBA based on demand

In preparation for the trip, Sanctuary of Moses is offering Conventional French lessons to team members for a love offering.  These lessons will help equip us to communicate God’s Love and Word.  The classes will take place tentatively at 14401 Old Cutler Road Palmetto Bay, FL 33157 on these proposed dates:



· Saturday, May 2nd 
· Saturday, May 9th 
· Saturday, May 16th
· Saturday, May 23rd 
· Saturday, June 6th 
· Saturday, June 13th
· Saturday, June 20th 
· Saturday, June 27th 
· Saturday, July 12th
· Saturday, July 19th
Subject to change.  As is possible Sanctuary will notify of changes.
Fundraisers

It is not mandatory that you attend fundraisers, but the money raised will be divided equally between the people who participate.  I encourage you to take advantage of these opportunities to help with your fundraising.

Donation Support Letter (Examples Provided)
SOM Merchandise Fundraiser: 
     Proverbs Greeting/Note Cards (blank) and Gospel Music CD
· Greeting Cards retail sale price is $10.00 and 
Gospel CD retail price is $12.00 
the Profit is contributed to your Mission Trip Account

· Complete Sale form
· Return Forms for processing:

· In person to Christel Liscombe or Carmen Morris 

· By mail to Sanctuary of Moses 
15074 SW 127 CT Miami, FL  33186

· By Email: cmanda@bellsouth.net  
Subject line:  Mission Merchandise Fundraiser
Packing Check List

Please note that you are allowed to carry 2 pieces luggage.  We ask that all your personal belongings be contained in one and the second luggage be reserved for carrying materials and supplies for ministry.
Important Documents (Keep in personal carry-on) 
Passport

Visa
Money and Traveler Checks
Clothing Suggestions

Light material long-sleeved shirts *

Light material long pants *

A hat *
Rain Poncho
Swim suit
Comfortable shoes and sneakers

Toiletries

Toothbrush (people always forget the obvious)

Toothpaste
Deodorant

Lotions

Soap

Tissues
Miscellaneous

Insect repellent containing DEET

Bed net (treated with Pyrethrum)
Iodine tablets and portable water filters

Sun block

Sunglasses

Handi wipes
Sanitizer gel

Towel and wash cloth
Body Cleaning Wipes (ex:  Fresh Bath Convenient Bathing Wipes)
Back Pack or Carrying Bag
Allergic and/or Cold Medication and/or Upset Stomach medicine and etc.

Prescription medications make sure you have ample amount. Carry medicine in your carry-on luggage. Meds must be labeled as recorded from pharmacy. Provide a list for the Carmen Morris, Mission Trip Director. **

* Long sleeves and pants can prevent illness that can be carried by insects and protect you from the sun.

** In case of an emergency, we must have a record of all your prescription medication going on this trip. Please have your healthcare provider supply a letter explaining why you need your medication, to avoid difficulties at the airport.

Country Information

Weather

Benin’s climate is tropical like Miami. July /August is rainy season. It is predicted that there will be a short cooler dry season from late July to early September. Temperatures and humidity are high along the tropical coast. In Cotonou, the average maximum temperature is 31◦C (89◦F), the minimum is 24◦C (75◦F).

People
Language spoken: French
Education: literacy- total population 33.6%; men 46.4%, and women 22.6%

Health: Life expectancy 53.04 yrs

Work Force: The labor market is characterized by an increased reliance on informal employment, family helpers, and the use of apprentices. Training and job opportunities are not well matched.

Entertainment

     Attractions: 

· Marchĕ Dantokpa (street flea market)
· Artisanal Center Art Gallery
· Fidjrosse Beach 
Dining:

· Bistro Café (Italian Restaurant )

· Entrance Souvenir Market
· Cotonou
Currency

The currency used in Benin is CFA Francs, which can be converted at the local banks and Hotel.  Money Gram states conversion rate is estimated exchange rate of   1 US DOLLAR = 481.01832 CFAFRANC BCEAO, as of April 14, 2009. 
Prayer & Guidance

Praying that God will use us as vehicles for hope, love and inspiration.

“It has shown me the power of God in all situations and circumstances and that all He expects from me is obedience, trust and patience. He will do His work!" David Wray, Youth Director
  

"It has encouraged me so much to remain faithful in prayer. God will answer. It gave me a lot of confidence in Christ, finding both my value and work in Him and confidence that He will move, prayer works!" –Anonymous 


“Upon receipt of your last email, I look-up the location of the Sanctuary of Moses.  Incredible! “Google” says its location (Benin) is the ‘birthplace of African-American slavery’; there was also a photo of a statue extolling ‘voodoism’.  It was quite an eye-opener. If my research is correct, the location for the Sanctuary of Moses may well have major spiritual significance.” Judy Spencer, Rhema Christian Church Washington, D.C.
Reciprocal impact occurs as people take the time to listen, learn, love, care, serve and partner with others while appreciating the diverse perspective that people in each culture have to offer. SOM seeks to connect people in a way that challenges how they see their faith, ultimately affecting the choices they make each day with their lives.
Love & Accept
As Christians, we become visual pictures of God’s love to those we touch. We come to show His love as we care for people

-          What is our ultimate motive for caring, interacting and sharing our life?

-          What does God’s love look like?

 Out of love we are able to resist our natural tendency to judge and try to change others. When we give RESPECT to another person—as a genuine act of love--it allows us to simply accept them as they are: unique creations of a loving God.

 

The scripture tells us to “Love one another” … and also to “Accept one another”
 
  Listen & Learn
How we enter into new relationships within a cross-cultural setting is very important.  We come to listen and learn which begins with an intentional focus that moves our attention away from our own personal interests, values and faith. We must center our attention on another person’s world in order to build TRUST..

-          How do they see life?

-          How do they see the world?

-          How do they see faith? 

 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” (Matt. 11:28-30)
 

 

 Serve & Partner
Servanthood is love acting in life’s relationships.  We serve others best by partnering with them—by recognizing what they have to contribute and how our collaboration will bring a better, longer lasting result while maintaining the dignity and sense of worth of all involved. 

 

“I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the Gospel from the first day until now.” (Phil. 1:4-5) … “As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker among you.” (2 Cor. 8:23)
 

  

Reciprocal Change
 As we interact and demonstrate respect for people, the diversity of our lives creates opportunities for reciprocal learning, growth and life change. We have something to learn from everyone once we set aside our personal judgments and cultural prejudices—things we may have previously used to determine a person’s worth. 
My job is not to change others, but to change myself.

“Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – His good, pleasing and perfect will.” (Romans 12:2)
Questions for You to answer:

What is your relationship with Christ?

Why do you want to go on this trip?

What gifts do you have that you think will be useful?

In the book of John, a Jewish leader asks Jesus how to have a relationship with God. How would you respond to him? 

Take a minute to write out your experience with Christ throughout your life.  You should know it well enough to tell it to someone without reading it.

Transportation and Lodging
Air France (tentative)

[image: image2]
Lodging (subject to change)
Novotel Orisha Hotel located in Cotonou
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Hotel Auberge De La Diaspora in Ouidah
Striving Versus Abiding 
by Os Hillman
Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labor in vain. ~ Psalm 127:1a
What does it mean for the Lord to build the house? It almost seems a contradiction when we consider that we might be the builders in this passage. God wants us to allow Him to build the house. He explains further:

Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labor in vain. Unless the Lord watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in vain. In vain you rise early and stay up late, toiling for food to eat - for He grants sleep to those He loves (Psalm 127:1-2).

God is telling us there is a way of working without striving. There is a way to conduct business without sweating and toiling for outcome. His warning to each of us is to avoid thinking that outcome is based on our sweat and toil. Outcome is based on obedience. That outcome is sometimes more than we deserve. Sometimes it is less than we hoped for. His desire for each of us is to see Him working in our daily work life. He wants us to avoid looking to our own effort to gain an outcome.

One day Jesus called out to Peter from the shore of the lake and suggested he throw his net on the other side of the boat. It was this simple act of obedience that yielded a tremendous catch that he would not have received unless he obeyed.

We are called to work; He is called to bring forth the fruit. He is the vine. We are the branches. Fruit comes forth naturally from a healthy tree.

Today, ask God to show you when you enter into striving. Ask Him to show you the difference between loving trust and obedience and striving for outcome. It can be challenging for us to balance this in our daily work experience. He wants to help us walk in this freedom and rest.

© Copyright 2000 Os Hillman. www.marketplaceleaders.org
To contact author: os@marketplaceleaders.org
Group reference 1: YQXPZ7            20 passengers                   (Missionary Group)








Net fare per passenger (including fuel surcharge and taxes)           


Fuel surcharge and taxes per passenger (subject to change at date of issue)








Flight          Class        Date          Origin   Destination     Depart time     Arrival Time 





AF095            G          7/26/09       Miami       Paris              5:35 pm          8:10 am





AF814            G          7/27/09       Paris     Cotonou           1:50 pm           7:05 pm





AF813            G          8/09/09     Cotonou     Paris            11:05 pm          6:10 am





AF090            G          8/10/09       Paris       Miami              10:55 am        2:20 pm
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